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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Geum macrophyllum yes

 AcceptedHulten page
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Hulten Family

Rosaceae

Large-leaf Avens RosaceaeGeum macrophyllum

Large-leaf Avens- Large terminal leaflet on lyrate-pinnately compound leaf.  Petals small yellow, 
barely longer than sepals.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Gymnocarpium dryopteris yes
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Hulten Family

Aspidiaceae*

Oak Fern CystopteridaceaeGymnocarpium dryopteris

Oak Fern (Gymnocarpium dryopteris)- Stems black. Fronds fragile, deltoid, ternate w/ lateral 
branches about same size as terminal.

© 2022 Dennis Ronsse



Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Heracleum lanatum yes

 AcceptedHulten page
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Hulten Family

Apiaceae

Cow Parsnip ApiaceaeHeracleum lanatum

Cow Parsnip-  Heracleum, Named for Hercules, who was supposed to have used it first for medicine,
and because he was considered a mortal of great size and strength much like the plant.  Caution:
sunlight and skin contact may cause severe rash.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Heuchera glabra yes

 AcceptedHulten page
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Hulten Family

Saxifragaceae

Alpine Heuchera SaxifragaceaeHeuchera glabra

Alpine Heuchera- Basal leaves cordate-ovate, 3-5 lobed, the lobes coarsely crenate-dentate. Stem
leaves 1 or 2, reduced in size.  Usually on moist rocks, cliffs, slopes.  Native people used as astringent &
poultice on cuts & sores, and stop bleeding & promote healing.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Lathyrus palustris ssp pilosus* no
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Hulten Family

Fabaceae

Marsh Vetchling / Marsh
Pea

FabaceaeLathyrus palustris

Marsh Pea (Lathyrus palustris)- Stem Winged.  Leflets mostly 6, narrower. Wingl-ike stipules and 
more upright growth. Smaller flowers and usually more inland from the beach.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Lupinus nootkatensis yes

 AcceptedHulten page
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Hulten Family

Fabaceae

Nootka Lupine FabaceaeLupinus nootkatensis

Nootka Lupine- most common Lupine in SC AK.  short petioles.  Leaves not so pointed as Arctic Lupine 
which has long petioles (more than 2x the leaf diameter), and pointed leaves (found at Lazy Mtn) 
Seeds 10,000 yrs old found in lemming food cache germinated to produce healthy plants.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Smilacina stellata* yes

 AcceptedHulten page
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Hulten Family

Liliaceae

False Solomon's Seal LiliaceaeMaianthemum stellatum

False Solomon Seal (Maianthemum stellatum)- no hair on stems, and flowers at tip of stem.
Poisonous  vs  Watermelon Berry (Streptopus amplexifolius)-  Stems w/ stiff hairs; flower stalk is 
twisted arising from leaf bases.  Edible young shoots & berries.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Moneses uniflora no

 AcceptedHulten page
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Hulten Family

Pyrolaceae*

Shy Maiden EricaceaeMoneses uniflora

Shy Maiden- Small woodland plant, often w/ Pyrolas.  Basal rosette of small light green roundish leaves 
w/ shallow teeth.  Flower single on leafless stem faces downward.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Myosotis alpestris ssp asiatica yes

 AcceptedHulten page

779

Hulten Family

Boraginaceae

Alpine Forget-me-not BoraginaceaeMyosotis alpestris asiatica

Alpine Forget-me-not:  AK State Flower. Leaves blue green w/ stiff hairs.  Flowers yellow eye,
surrounded by white (rarely all white).
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Myrica gale yes
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Hulten Family

Myricaceae

Sweet Gale MyricaceaeMyrica gale

Sweet Gale-  An important nitrogen fixer in bogs. Stl'atl'imx people or NW coast called it "monkey bush" 
probably because it was used by sasquatches (for some purpose). On the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife 
Refuge, moose seem to prefer Myrica gale more than Salix fuscescens.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Echinopanax horridum* no
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696

Hulten Family

Araliaceae

Devil's Club AraliaceaeOplopanax horridus

Devil's Club-  Most widely used of all North American plants by Native cultures for medical benefits.
(rheumatism, arthritis, tea from roots used exclusively several days, and other use). New spring growth 
has excellent flavor. In fall, berries are heavily used by bears.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Pyrola secunda ssp secunda* no
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Hulten Family

Pyrolaceae

Sidebells Wintergreen EricaceaeOrthilia secunda

Sidebells Wintergreen (O. secunda)- thinner more pointed leaves than other Wintergreens, very 
small green bell-shaped flowers on one side of curved stem  vs. Pink Pyrola w/ round leaves 
and pink flowers.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Papaver alboroseum yes
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Hulten Family

Papaveraceae

Pale Poppy or Portage
Poppy

PapaveraceaePapaver alboroseum

Pale Poppy- Flowers white, salmon pink or rose w/ yellow blotch at base.  Hairs on capsules ivory 
colored  vs Arctic Poppy & Lapland Poppy- (flowers yellow & brownish hair on capsule)  Arctic-
flowers less than 2cm.  vs. Lapland Poppy- flowers larger than 2cm.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Picea sitchensis yes
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Hulten Family

Pinaceae

Sitka Spruce PinaceaePicea sitchensis

Sitka Spruce- Cones longer (5 - 9 cm) scale shape more pointed, margins rough / shaggy.
Needles flattened on one side, slightly keeled on the other vs. White Spruce- Cones shorter, 3-6 
cm, scales rounded, margins w/o teeth. Needles square in cross-section, skunk-like 
fragrance when crushed.  Most common tree of interior AK.   vs  Lutz Spruce- Hybrid, frequent in SC 
AK, has a mix of features.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Polemonium acutiflorum yes
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Hulten Family

Polemoniaceae

Tall jacob's ladder PolemoniaceaePolemonium acutiflorum

Tall Jacob's Ladder (P. acutiflorum)- Corolla lobes acuminate, margins ciliate, throat white. Anthers 
yellow. Leaflets glabrous (or nearly so), sharply pointed.  vs. P. boreale- Corolla lobes broadly rounded, 
margins glabrous, throat yellow. Anthers white. Leaflets 10 or less / side, viscid-pubescent, not sharply 
pointed tips.  Both very common in AK.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Pyrola asarifolia no
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Hulten Family

Pyrolaceae*

Pink Pyrola EricaceaePyrola asarifolia asarifolia

Pink Pyrola (P. asarifolia)- Flowers pinkish, Spike 8-10" w/ nodding flowers.  Leaves round,
wintergreen. Styles protruding  vs. P. chlorantha smaller leaves, flowers greenish-white  vs
P grandiflora large leaves, Flowers large white or greenish-white vs.  Sidebells Wintergreen-

thinner more pointed leaves, very small green bell-shaped flowers on one side of curved
stem.  All these Wintergreens can photosynthesize under shallow snow.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Menziesia ferruginea* no
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Hulten Family

Ericaceae

Fool's Huckleberry EricaceaeRhododendron menziesii

Fool's Huckleberry- Moist woods in southern AK.  Erect shrub w/ light brown branches, 
somewhat shredding bark.  Flowers bell-shaped and light orange to rust colored.  Seed pods, star 
shaped, distinctive.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Ribes laxiflorum no
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Hulten Family

Saxifragaceae*

Trailing Black Currant GrossulariaceaeRibes laxiflorum

Trailing Black Currant (R. laxiflorum)- Sepals small pointed (not rounded), hairy on back. Ovary 
w/ stalked glands.  Racemes mostly erect ascending. Twigs coarse, more than 3mm thick.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Ribes triste no
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Hulten Family

Saxifragaceae*

Red Currant GrossulariaceaeRibes triste

Red Currant (R. triste)-  Usually upright (not sprawling). Bark shredding.  Sepals very small 
reddish to purplish.  Ovary w/o stalked glands.  Racemes drooping  vs. All other Ribes have strong 
odor & bark not shedding.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Rubus pedatus yes
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Hulten Family

Rosaceae

Trailing Raspberry RosaceaeRubus pedatus

Trailing Raspberry- A delicate trailing vine, w/ white petals.  The red berries make excellent jam, but
seldom occurs in large quantities.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Rubus spectabilis yes
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Hulten Family

Rosaceae

Salmonberry RosaceaeRubus spectabilis

Salmonberry (R. spectabilis)- Shrub, forming very bristly thickets.  Leaves 3 lobed.  Petals reddish 
purple.  Fruits red or yellow.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Rubus arcticus ssp stellatus* no
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Hulten Family

Rosaceae

Nagoonberry RosaceaeRubus stellatus

Nagoonberry- 3 in SC AK & hybrids occur.   Trailing vines w/ magenta flowers.  Great tasting berries,
but difficult to harvest in large amount.  Rubus is the ancient Latin word for bramble.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Salix Barclayi yes
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Hulten Family

Salicaceae

Barclay Willow SalicaceaeSalix barclayi

Barclay Willow (S. barclayi)- Medium sized bush. Leaves toothed, shiny above, glaucous & 
hairless below. (New leaves sparsely hairy).  Stipules broad remaining on plant till fall. 
Young twigs blackish densely hairy, becoming reddish, hairless.  Capsules hairless.  Willow Roses 
aids identification.  The most common thicket forming willow in SC AK.  3 willows provide most 
moose browse in SC AK:  S. scouleriana, S. alaskensis, and S. barclayi because they produce less 
salicilic acid (less bitter).
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Salix commutata yes
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Hulten Family

Salicaceae

Undergreen Willow SalicaceaeSalix commutata

Undergreen Willow- 1-2 m tall w/ overall light green appearance.  leaf Margins w/ glandular teeth 
& long hairs on both surfaces (only thinly hairy in age) Twigs often branching at right angles 
to the stem, densely gray hairy when young, vs Blueberry willow leaves hairless.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Salix sitchensis yes
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Hulten Family

Salicaceae

Sitka Willow SalicaceaeSalix sitchensis

Sitka Willow- Tall shrub / tree.  Lower leaf dense straight silky hairy, upper green w/ scattered 
hairs.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Sambucus racemosa yes
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Hulten Family

Caprifoliaceae*

Red-berried Elder AdoxaceaeSambucus racemosa pubens

Red-berried Elder-  A shrub, with opposite leaves.  Twigs are warty, soft and pithy inside.  Flowers and
juice edible. Caution: seeds are poisonous, causing diarrhea & vomiting.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Sanguisorba stipulata* no
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Hulten Family

Rosaceae

Sitka Burnet RosaceaeSanguisorba canadensis latifolia

Sitka Burnet- Basal leaves pinnate, w/ 9-15 roundish, coarsely serrated leaflets.  Stem leaves much
reduced.  Flowering spikes long-cylindrical.  Bogs, swamps, meadows, & snow beds.  vs S. officinalis
Flowering spike short rounded, red flowered.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Botrychium multifidum ssp robustum* no
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Hulten Family

Ophioglossaceae

Leathery Grape Fern OphioglossaceaeSceptridium multifidum

B. robustum Rare plant list S1 S2.  Sterile blade basal.  All other Botrychium have blade born on
middle or upper part of
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Lycopodium annotinum yes
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Hulten Family

Lycopodiaceae

Stiff Club Moss LycopodiaceaeSpinulum annotinum

Stiff Club Moss (S. annotinum)- Appears stiff and bistly leafed, not apressed or flattened
leaves.  Spikes sessile, solitary at ends of branches.  Spores are very rich in oil, highly flammable. 
At one time they were used by photographers and performers as flash powder, giving the effect of 
lightning on the stage. Because they ignite explosively, club-moss spores were called 'witch's flour.'
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Streptopus amplexifolius yes
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Hulten Family

Liliaceae

Watermelon Berry LiliaceaeStreptopus amplexifolius

Watermelon Berry (Streptopus amplexifolius)-  Stems w/ stiff hairs; flower stalk is twisted arising
from leaf bases.  Edible young shoots & berries  vs. False Solomon Seal (Maianthemum stellatum)- no
hair on stems, and flowers at tip of stem.  Poisonous.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Tsuga mertensiana yes
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Hulten Family

Pinaceae

Mountain Hemlock PinaceaeTsuga mertensiana

Mountain Hemlock- Leaves blunt, mostly spreading in all directions from twigs, bearing stomata
on both surfaces; seed cones 3-6 cm, half as wide vs  Western Hemlock- Leaves mostly appearing 2-
ranked, bearing stomata on abaxial surface only; seed cones ovoid, less than 3 cm cm long (Kodiak,
Cordova, SE AK).
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Vaccinium ovalifolium & aalaskaense yes
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Hulten Family

Ericaceae

Early Blueberry EricaceaeVaccinium ovalifolium

Early Blueberry (V. ovalifolium)- Shrub. Twigs angled. Leaves more than 2 cm long vs  Red
Huckleberry (V. parvifolium)- Shrub. Twigs angled. Leaves small, 1-2 cm long. Fruit red  vs Bog
Blueberry (V. uliginosum)- Twigs rounded.  Plant <40 cm tall.  Leaf margins entire. vs. Dwarf
Blueberry Twigs rounded. Plant <40 cm tall, Leaf margins finely toothed.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Viburnum edule no
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Hulten Family

Caprifoliaceae*

High Bush Cranberry AdoxaceaeViburnum edule

High Bush Cranberry-  Opposite leaves, large clusters of white flowers  vs. Red Currant- berries 
hanging in chains, and leaves alternate, maple shaped leaves.  Twigs w/ peeling bark.

© 2022 Dennis Ronsse



Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Rhytidiadelphus triquetrus yes
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Hulten Family

Electrified cat’s-tail moss HylocomiaceaeHylocomiadelphus triquetrus

Electrified cat’s-tail moss-  Pipe-cleaner look. bushy moss that forms shoots from 5 to 15 or 20 cm long,
with irregularly branched, red stems. Usually on humus-rich forest floor.
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

yes
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Hulten Family

Juniper Hair-cap Moss PolytrichaceaePolytrichum juniperinum

Hair-cap Moss- four in Anchorage area. Juniper Haircap (P. juniperinum) - stems  reddish with grey-
green leaves that have a distinctive red-brown tip. Usually on mineral soil. Stems brownish 
tomentose only near base; capsules to 2 times longer than broad. vs. Common Haircap (P. 
commune) - leaves w/ green tip w/o long hyaline awn. On moist organic soils. vs. White-awned 
haircap (P. piliferum) - stems reddish. Leaf sheaths ovate, abruptly contracted to a long green tip 
w/hyaline awn. sites that are open, dry and acidic, such as in shallow soil vs. P. strictum - Folded 
leaf margins and short reddish leaf tips. Stems densely whitish tomentose; capsules cubic. 
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

Cladina stellaris* no
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Hulten Family

Star-tipped Reindeer Lichen CladoniaceaeCladonia stellaris
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Common Name FamilyScientific Name

Hulten Name

yes
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Hulten Family

Freckled Pelt Lichen PeltigeraceaePeltigera aphthosa

P. aphthosa- Cephalodia sessile to sunken, less readily removed, not becoming lobulate  vs. P. 
britannic- Cephalodia raised, the edges free, easily flicked off with a fingernail, occasionally developing 
into grayish lobules.
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