
A Checklist of Flora for the
Trail to Pepper Peak (5450 ft)
Pepper Peak is 4.2 miles and 4,524 feet of elevation gain on the Twin Peaks Trail from 
the parking lot at Eklutna Lake. It is an established route with a few spots of loose rock 
near the summit, rated somewhat difficult.  Botanically, it is just high enough to access 
less commonly seen flora of the higher Chugach on a well-established trail.

This list is a compilation from Alaska Native Plant Society hikes, University of Alaska 
Anchorage Herbarium specimens, and records from LuDean C. Marvin’s 1985 floristic 
inventory of the area. It it sorted by scientific names consistent with the 2020 Flora of 
AK Project, cross-referenced with Hulten's 1968 Flora of Alaska and Neighboring 
Territories . Lichens, mosses, and fungi are included after vascular plants.

A field guide with photos and field ID notes focusing on flora found near the summit is 
available at the Alaska Native Plant Society's website: https://aknps.org. The society is 
a non-profit organization founded in 1982 to promote awareness, education and 
preservation of Alaska native flora.
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Northern YarrowAchillea millefolium borealis Asteraceae

Larkspurleaf MonkshoodAconitum delphiniifolium
delphiniifolium

Ranunculaceae

Narcissus-flowered AnemoneAnemonastrum sibiricum Ranunculaceae

Northern AnemoneAnemone parviflora Ranunculaceae

https://floraofalaska.org
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FamilyScientific Name Common Name

KinnikinnikArctostaphylos uva-ursi Ericaceae

Black BearberryArctous alpina Ericaceae

Frigid ArnicaArnica frigida Asteraceae

Meadow ArnicaArnica latifolia Asteraceae

Lessing's ArnicaArnica lessingii Asteraceae

Arctic WormwoodArtemisia arctica Asteraceae

Arctic WormwoodArtemisia arctica arctica Asteraceae

Fringed SageArtemisia frigida Asteraceae

Tilesius' wormwoodArtemisia tilesii Asteraceae

Dwarf Alpine Hawk's BeardAskellia pygmaea Asteraceae

Tundra MilkvetchAstragalus umbellatus Fabaceae

Alpine Meadow BistortBistorta vivipara Polygonaceae

Ground ConeBoschniakia rossica Orobanchaceae

Arctic BromeBromopsis pumpelliana
pumpelliana

Poaceae

Blue Joint GrassCalamagrostis canadensis Poaceae

Mountain HarebellCampanula lasiocarpa Campanulaceae

HarebellCampanula rotundifolia Campanulaceae

Alpine CressCardamine bellidifolia bellidifolia Brassicaceae

Long-bract SedgeCarex athrostachya Cyperaceae

Small-awned SedgeCarex microchaeta microchaeta Cyperaceae

Thick-headed SedgeCarex pachystachya Cyperaceae

Shortstalked SedgeCarex podocarpa Cyperaceae

Presl's SedgeCarex preslii Cyperaceae

Northern Singlespike SedgeCarex scirpoidea Cyperaceae

Bell HeatherCassiope tetragona Ericaceae

Coastal PaintbrushCastilleja unalaschcensis Orobanchaceae

Bering ChickweedCerastium beeringianum
beeringianum

Caryophyllaceae

FireweedChamaenerion angustifolium Onagraceae

River BeautyChamaenerion latifolium Onagraceae

Dwarf DogwoodChamaepericlymenum canadense Cornaceae

Bunch BerryChamaepericlymenum suecicum Cornaceae



FamilyScientific Name Common Name

Bear-rootHedysarum americanum Fabaceae

Cow ParsnipHeracleum lanatum Apiaceae

Alpine SweetgrassHierochloe alpina Poaceae

Mountain Club MossHuperzia continentalis Lycopodiaceae

Mountain JuniperJuniperus communis depressa Cupressaceae

TwinflowerLinnaea borealis Linnaeaceae

Alp LilyLloydia serotina Liliaceae

Alpine SpiraeaLuetkea pectinata Rosaceae

Nootka LupineLupinus nootkatensis Fabaceae

Curved WoodrushLuzula arcuata unalaschcensis Juncaceae

Arctic WoodrushLuzula nivalis Juncaceae

Spiked Wood RushLuzula spicata Juncaceae

Chiming BellsMertensia paniculata Boraginaceae

Red-stemmed SaxifrageMicranthes lyallii hultenii Saxifragaceae

Nelson's SaxifrageMicranthes nelsoniana Saxifragaceae

Snow SaxifrageMicranthes nivalis Saxifragaceae

Slight SaxifrageMicranthes tenuis Saxifragaceae

Shy MaidenMoneses uniflora Ericaceae

Alpine Forget-me-notMyosotis alpestris asiatica Boraginaceae

Arctic PennycressNoccaea arctica Brassicaceae

Sidebells WintergreenOrthilia secunda Ericaceae

Wild LicoriceOsmorhiza depauperata Apiaceae

Maydell's LocoweedOxytropis maydelliana Fabaceae

Alpine RagwortPackera pauciflora Asteraceae

Pale Poppy or Portage PoppyPapaver alboroseum Papaveraceae

Lapland PoppyPapaver hultenii Papaveraceae

Capitate LousewortPedicularis capitata Orobanchaceae

White SprucePicea glauca Pinaceae

Black SprucePicea mariana Pinaceae

Alpine BluegrassPoa alpina alpina Poaceae

Tall jacob's ladderPolemonium acutiflorum Polemoniaceae



FamilyScientific Name Common Name

Pygmy SaxifrageSaxifraga hyperborea Saxifragaceae

Purple Mountain SaxifrageSaxifraga oppositifolia smalliana Saxifragaceae

Thyme-leafed SaxifrageSaxifraga serpyllifolia Saxifragaceae

Spider SaxifrageSaxifraga setigera Saxifragaceae

Prickly SaxifrageSaxifraga tricuspidata Saxifragaceae

SoapberryShepherdia canadensis Eleagnaceae

Moss CampionSilene acaulis ssp subacaulescens Caryophyllaceae

Northern GoldenrodSolidago multiradiata multiradiata Asteraceae

Stiff Club MossSpinulum annotinum Lycopodiaceae

Alaska SpiraeaSpiraea stevenii Rosaceae

ChickweedStellaria calycantha Caryophyllaceae

Long-stalked StarwortStellaria longipes Caryophyllaceae

Pink DandelionTaraxacum carneocoloratum Asteraceae

Spike Trisetum GrassTrisetum spicatum Poaceae

Bog BlueberryVaccinium uliginosum Ericaceae

LingonberryVaccinium vitis-idaea Ericaceae

Capitate ValerianValeriana capitata Valerianaceae

Alpine VeronicaVeronica wormskjoldii Plantaginaceae

Fork MossDicranum Dicranaceae

Hair-cap MossPolytrichum Polytrichaceae

Common hair-cap mossPolytrichum commune Polytrichaceae

Juniper Hair-cap MossPolytrichum juniperinum Polytrichaceae

Peat mossSphagnum Sphagnaceae

Green Witchs' Hair LichenAlectoria ochroleuca Parmeliaceae

Horsehair LichenBryoria Parmeliaceae

Reindeer Lichen in AKCladonia Cladoniaceae

Dead Man's FingersDactylina arctica Parmeliaceae

Rimmed RockleatherMelanelia hepatizon Parmeliaceae

Crabseye lichenOchrolechia Ochrolechiaceae

Blood Spot LichenOphioparma Ophioparmaceae

Blood Spot LichenOphioparma lapponica Ophioparmaceae




