
A Checklist of Flora on the
Anchorage Coastal Wildlife
Refuge
This list includes records from hikers, Alaska Native Plant Society field trips, and 
herbarium specimens held at UAA. It is sorted by scientific names consistent with the 
2020 Flora of Alaska Project. Lichens, mosses, and fungi are included after vascular 
plants.

A field guide to common plants on the refuge, with photos and ID notes, is available at 
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TicklegrassAgrostis scabra Poaceae

Thin-leaf AlderAlnus incana tenuifolia Betulaceae

Arctic DaisyArctanthemum arcticum arcticum Asteraceae

Eminent BluegrassArctopoa eminens Poaceae

Lady FernAthyrium filix-femina cyclosorum Woodsiaceae

Salt BrushAtriplex gmelinii Amaranthaceae

Kenai BirchBetula kenaica Betulaceae

Dwarf BirchBetula nana exilis Betulaceae
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FamilyScientific Name Common Name

Cosmopolitan bulrushBolboschoenus maritimus
paludosus

Cyperaceae

Blue Joint GrassCalamagrostis canadensis
canadensis

Poaceae

Circumpolar ReedgrassCalamagrostis deschampsioides Poaceae

Northern ReedgrassCalamagrostis inexpansa Poaceae

Marsh MarigoldCaltha palustris Ranunculaceae

Cuckoo FlowerCardamine polemonioides Brassicaceae

Water SedgeCarex aquatilis Cyperaceae

Lesser Panicled SedgeCarex diandra Cyperaceae

Kellogg's SedgeCarex kelloggii Cyperaceae

Lyngbye's SedgeCarex lyngbyei Cyperaceae

Mackenzie's SedgeCarex mackenziei Cyperaceae

Boreal Bog SedgeCarex paupercula Cyperaceae

Many flowered SedgeCarex pluriflora Cyperaceae

Ramensk's SedgeCarex ramenskii Cyperaceae

Sitka SedgeCarex sitchensis Cyperaceae

Hoppner's SedgeCarex subspathacea Cyperaceae

Poison Water HemlockCicuta douglasii Apiaceae

Marsh Five-fingerComarum palustre Rosaceae

Shrubby CinquefoilDasiphora fruticosa Rosaceae

Marsh Spike RushEleocharis palustris Cyperaceae

Field HorsetailEquisetum arvense Equisetaceae

Water HorsetailEquisetum fluviatile Equisetaceae

Cotton GrassEriophorum russeolum leiocarpum Cyperaceae

Small BedstrawGalium trifidum Rubiaceae

Small BedstrawGalium trifidum trifidum Rubiaceae

Sweetscented BedstrawGalium triflorum Rubiaceae

Spade-leaf ButtercupHalerpestes cymbalaria Ranunculaceae

Fourleaf Mare's TailHippuris tetraphylla Plantaginaceae



FamilyScientific Name Common Name

Common Mare's TailHippuris vulgaris Plantaginaceae

Touch-Me-NotImpatiens noli-tangere Balsaminaceae

Wild IrisIris setosa setosa Iridaceae

Marsh Vetchling / Marsh PeaLathyrus palustris Fabaceae

DuckweedLemna turionifera Araceae

Beach RyeLeymus mollis mollis Poaceae

Tufted LoosestrifeLysimachia thyrsiflora Myrsinaceae

White Adder's MouthMalaxis monophyllos Orchidaceae

BuckbeanMenyanthes trifoliata Menyanthaceae

Sweet GaleMyrica gale Myricaceae

Water MilfoilMyriophyllum sibiricum Haloragaceae

Devil's ClubOplopanax horridus Araliaceae

Northern Grass of ParnassusParnassia palustris Parnassiaceae

Common TimothyPhleum pratense Poaceae

White SprucePicea glauca Pinaceae

Black SprucePicea mariana Pinaceae

Goose TonguePlantago maritima Plantiginaceae

Tall jacob's ladderPolemonium acutiflorum Polemoniaceae

Black CottonwoodPopulus trichocarpa Salicaceae

Pacific SilverweedPotentilla anserina pacifica Rosaceae

Nootka Alkali GrassPuccinellia nutkaensis Poaceae

Nuttall's Alkali GrassPuccinellia nuttalliana Poaceae

Creeping Alkali GrassPuccinellia phryganodes Poaceae

Arctic ButtercupRanunculus hyperboreus
hyperboreus

Ranunculaceae

Celery-leaved ButtercupRanunculus sceleratus multifidus Ranunculaceae

Skunk CurrantRibes glandulosum Grossulariaceae

Northern Black CurrantRibes hudsonianum Grossulariaceae

Red CurrantRibes triste Grossulariaceae



FamilyScientific Name Common Name

Prickly RoseRosa acicularis Rosaceae

NagoonberryRubus acaulis Rosaceae

NagoonberryRubus arcticus Rosaceae

Great Western DockRumex occidentalis Polygonaceae

GlasswortSalicornia depressa Amaranthaceae

Alaska Bog WillowSalix fuscescens Salicaceae

Soft-stem BulrushSchoenoplectus tabernaemontani Cyperaceae

Northern Bur ReedSparganium hyperboreum Sparganiaceae

ChickweedStellaria humifusa Caryophyllaceae

Thread-leaf PondweedStuckenia filiformis Potamogetonaceae

Sea BliteSuaeda calceoliformis Amaranthaceae

Siberian AsterSymphyotrichum boreale Asteraceae

Meadow RueThalictrum sparsiflorum
richardsonii

Ranunculaceae

Star FlowerTrientalis europaea arctica Myrsinaceae

Sea Arrow GrassTriglochin maritima Juncaginaceae

Marsh ArrowgrassTriglochin palustris Juncaginaceae

CattailTypha latifolia Typhaceae

Sitka ValerianValeriana sitchensis Valerianaceae

Bird VetchVicia cracca Fabaceae

Marsh VioletViola epipsila repens Violaceae

Gemmabryum caespiticium Bryaceae

Shrubby Sunburst LichenPolycauliona candelaria Teloschistaceae

RockweedFucus distichus Fucaceae

Red AlgaeTrentepohlia Trentepohliaceae


