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MEETING NEWS 
The Hay meeting of the Anchorage Chapter wi II be on 

Monday, Kay 5th at li1Jffl in Roan 108, Wendler Junior 
High School, corner of Lake Otis and Northern Listits. 
The earlier <than usual> meeting time is to allow a!l4lle 
time for the speakers and a discussion period. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING---7:00PM imediately 
preceeding the general meeting. Board members please be 
prQ11Pt as the board meeting will have to be short this 
month. • 

SPEAKER---ANPS memer Dr. David F. Murray, 
Professor of Botany and Curator of the Herbariwn, 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks. Topic-•SaDe scenes from 
Central Asia and clues to the botany of late-glacial 
Alaska.• 

MINI-BOTAHY---AHPS member Scott Olristy, a 
geologist with Alaska Dept. of Natural Resources, wi 11 
discuss Hud Volcanoes. 

PLAHT FAMILY DI&:USSim---ANPS meniler Dr. Kari I yn 
Barker wi II speak on the Arctostaphylos genus of the 
Heath (Ericaceae> family. The 3 members of this genus in 
Alaska are al I dwarf shrubs having 5-petaled urn-shaped 
flowers with a superior ovary and fruit in the form of a 
berry. These are same of the earliest bloaning flowers 
of Spring. 
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MYSTERY PLANT 
This plant, found only in coastal Alaska, Is very 

praalnent amongst the driftwood and on the edge of the 
coastal grasslands. Its thick stems are white and wooly, 
as is the underside of their very large toothed obovate 
leaves. The large yellow daisy·type flCllers decorate the 
beaches everywhere except the North Slope. 

THANKS ! ! ! 
To those who helped set up and staff our ed!catlonal 

di~lay at the Sears Mall-----Narllyn Barker, John 
Wenger, Frank Bogarttts, Verna Pratt, Susan Oliver, Jean 
Tam, Dodie Nelson and Peggie Pletcher---Thank Yoo! 
-·--·------·-···-·----·--·--··-·-----·--··----

SEEDS 
We have received a request for sane Dlanthus ,eepens 

seeds. If anyone has sane, please let us know. 

Our supply of seeds this year was rather poor because 
few people collected. If al I of oor members would 
collect at least one kind, we would have a bountiful 
harvest. 



~AY FLO~..vERS IN 
ALASKA '?' 

Wildflowers are mysterious at times. One can well 
appreciate the phrase 1blocmlng idiots• when snow covers 

- the ground and flower petals are unfolding. Many locals, 
including some sourdoughs, believe there are no flower~ 
around here unt i I June or so. Not the case--you can 
usually count on their appearance in May; and, if one 
looks closely, even in April." 

Probab I y the ear I i est w i I df I ooers in Alaska are of 
the many species of willow <Salix). The ever-popular 
~u~y-willows are botanically termed catkins. Each 
varmly harbors a multitude of non-petaled flowers. These 
sky-pointing clusters of flowers are either males or 
eviales, and are on separate trees or shrubs. 
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~,!/The ,t!1tl~h'14~11ti })~!. ~l~ska ! I~· ~~presented by two 
genera, birch <Betula> and alder (Alnus). Their catkins 
bear numerous greenish flowers. Ripe pol Jen fran the 
male flO'-'ers causes puffs of golden '3ll0ke' or blotches 
on passerbys, when struck. Unfortunately, it causas 
havoc to many people with allergies. Male and female 
catkins of birches and alders, quite uni ike wi I loos or 
poplars, are both on the sa.ine plant. 

Al l the above are f I ewers that we either take for 
granted or else pass by each spring unknowingly. They 
precede the 1 eaves of the p I ant; and, even though they 
lack sh™Y petals, a close observer realizes that 
blossom-time is Alaska has arrived. 

'But~, you say, "those aren't the type of f lO\.lers I 
meant---those are trees. What about the ones on the 
ground?' Well, they are there also. For one species, you 
must search super early to discover the ever-tiny purple 
flowers. Crowberry <.Empetrum nigrum> hides its 

I irconspicuous fl<lierS while snow towers near the plant. 
, , f# h~ve witn'essed the blOSSOOlS, yet most recognize the 

~l~nt1ful, F~l I fruit. 
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~ Rosemary <Andraneda po!ifolia) daninates 
the scene. The um-shaped f I owe rs frooi this poi sonaus 
plant are pea-sized but grc:M on the stem tops and can be 
so nuiperous that they, occassionally, turn entire bogs 
pink colored. 

In snow-free bogs, one may, with luck, spot the 
minute shooting-star shaped flower_ of Bog Cranberry 
<Qxvcoccus macrocar.M>, Remember the location! This 
species if the forerunner of oor giant oonestic 
cranberry, cherished on holidays, but possess about five 
times the flavor. 

As Spring advances and the sun rises in the sky, the 
mvre upland flowering plant sp2eles develop, unusually 
early, on steep, south-facing slopes. I know a 'hotspot' 
(literally) in the Mat-Su Valley that provides displays 
of these beauties bloaning, most years, around the first 
part of May. 

By Mid-Kay, the Fairy Slipper Orchid <~ 
~> and other orchid species can be found. 
Interestingly, Alaska has more native orchid ~ecies 
than any other state, including Hawaii. The locations 
are precious and one arust be careful in disclosing hem 
to others. The orchid patches are disappearing and those 
carried away seldom live, even if transplanted. A 
mychorrhiza fungi is needed for the orchid roots to 
absorb nutrients frooi the soil and it usually is ki I led 
when the plant is removed. 
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