] N

& _%,

Ala kaatcve Pln
V74 ' ‘ /‘ ,
Bos¥ ‘)W "ff’

g
é;‘ 5;; ,‘&@ o
R . i’“”‘
® 0%y

O/A

aled (2lplES

M\ VB

l'

P.0. BOX 141613, Anchorage, Ak. 99514

ANCHORAGE CHAPTER
T & JAnuary

wueeting will b»:
gn HMon. 6th 1
Room 103, andler
Junwr High
School, corner of
[alce Otizs and
Horthern Lights
at SFPHM. Board of
Directorsz will
meat at T:AHPHMI

SPFEAKER: Kewin 0'5ullivan will
rresent "I—'lm"--m-_-:nf of Trails". Kewvia's
projzct for his Masters Degrese was a
qfur‘v on proper placement of tracts
Iu th regard fto topogoraphy and plant
1Fe

DISCUSSION: The plant familv to bhe
discussad is the Cornaceas (Dogwoodl.
all plaska members are perennials.
i1l have verv small flowers. Some are
surrounded by larae.showy whitish-
bracts. Flowers (having ¢ Sepals, 4
petals, 4 stamens, and 1 pistil) are in
flat-topped clusters. Fruit i1s a drupe
(a soft pulpyv i—r‘ult encasing & single
seed). The plants spread bv under-~
around rhizomes. e leavas are
sinple, owvate, have 3 fairly acute Lip
and arcuate veins (moderstely
x"urvp-j lilce a bowd. This i-:-mxlv i=

MEETING

resent throughout most of Alaska,
ut iz very rare north of the Brooks
Rangs. ’
M Fnr thoze
members who hawe oo -uj" eaid,

thiz 12 a reminder
mnenbarzhip duss are
are: #5 for student. #10

for norn-

y

-+1_{rient individual, $15 for family
(2 persons over age 18k If wour
mailing address has changed, please
let wus Enow.

ITION PRINT:

HAdrranese sales of our Dl‘nq'ﬂ't‘u w3 Fr 111"’
will Be accerpted with the receipt of
T oOLr -*h.-rI-: CEIG wenbers, #15 non-
nenberzs), Flease specify print

g ber d asiyed.

‘ The nvstery

rlant for 12 round in
very molist-alpine m#-adaws and_hogs
or along or in alpine streams, It has
thick dark-coloread glabrous ( no
hairs) stems arising from a th 1%
fibrous root. The flowers arﬂ-v n| A
ten, hawe nanyv stawens and &6-12
shite sepals that are bluish at the
and purrlish oo the under side.
dark green, rather heart-shaped
rES are dentate (toothed) :!].an

e marain. It grows along
euhan chain, southeentral ulaska.
theast Alasksa, and into British
mbla Its zeed capsule has a

t beal. It blooms right after

nnw welts and can be seen

ingly in the [ yvugach Mts, and
»:l.a 1tlv at Hatoher
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1985-

=TATE OFFICERS

ARE:

F-_r-es dent-—————erra Pratt-—————

Larry

5'4':"-',1'1;'-"-"7? Lte

—e—Fresident——Marilyn Barketr————
_tdFF—————EhaFklthth————“w

Halleyr——————-
,i*iiiﬁ?i*fii#*ﬁﬁi*ﬁfﬁi*ilﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ!!

r————Frank Fratt-——————-

NCHORAGE CHAPTER OFFIC ER_-
———

The following are the anhorag‘e ’
Chapter officers for 1988, slected at
the Howemnber 1985 mesting. Thev take
of fice on.l January 1986,

President-——————- Lwvnn Datlin
Tee-Freasident--Doug Trvck
Secretary——-r——-Peggy Eletcher
Treasuray-——-———=- Larrw Haller

Chapter Rep.----Frank Bogardus
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HYSTERY FLAHT AHSWER:

Calths Leptosepsals (Mountain
Harigold, Hear —leated Marigold?

STATE PARK
NEWS

HEWS RELEASE:

Hinter is zpectacular in
Chugach State Fark.
Join us at the Eagle
River Uisitor Center on
Januar;.’ 4th as we reveal some of the
guts of the season. Kangers will
dxs 55 various winter recreation
apportunities. Evervthing from ski-
10y to snowmachining will be covered
along with where to g0 and how to
insure 2 safe and =rovable time, The
Froaram begins at 1 FH next to the
wood stowve, Esgle River Uisitor
Center, Mile 12 Eagle River Rosd.

HELP 111

fas, Uirginia, there is a
Hewsletfer Editor

This iz a picture of how
iz feels each month just
before presstine.

Wordt some of you deasr members hwlr:' out
withgarticles of any kind. i we don't get
SOME input From the membership very Zoon,
the newsletter wll ast smaller and Emallar
and finally disappear

 LOTIONS,
NOTIONS, AND
POTIONS—by

. Thts being . the ‘Holiday Season and-all, 0id-

boc has been as busy as the rest of our
members, so he just reached into his_bag
of goodies and came up with—-—-—-Cattail.

That's right, Cattail. Typha latifolia.
Your plain old everwday Cattal So wuhat,
wou 3av,. sn he pulled Cattail out of the
bag of goodies. now wuhat's he going to do
with it. Hell, just hang n thurn for a
parasraph oF two and we'll see.

Cattail is a native, perennial plant that
reproduces by seed and rhizomes, it is
found throughout most of MHorth america.

Oor't you remembet callimg the stalks
"punks" (not Lo be confused with a type
of modern musician?, and after drying them
in the sun, lighting them and savoring
their odor?

Cattail comes in w-:le-—leai—ed and natrouw—
leated varieties, which are basically similar,
except the wide=laared Form iz larastr

They arow abundantly in marshes and like
to have their roots under water. From
t-he rhizomes, the stalks rize from one to

nire feat in heght.

The "punk! iz a spike of mature fruits
and hairs, which was, before fertilization,
the spike of femals Flowers.

The areen spikes hauve been cooked with
salty water to makes a tastwy veastabls.
The pollen mixed with wheat Flour can be
usad in making pancakes. Fussians in the
Oon River ares cook the vouna sprouts

arnd aat them much as we do aSEaragus, or
2at them rau.

The rootstalks contain an edible sta
and the leaves have heen ysed to maks
chair seats. Ewen the fuzz from thsa
mature fr uﬂ'\ can be used as 3
substitute For kapnk.

h,

Mot a wery medicinal dizcussio lahy bl.lt. J1d
Do found it inber esting. Oid wou?



The following is a kew Lo l-.llrlt-'dl"' rlants
submitted by Lvnn Catling 1t may help voui Lo
identify some F-]ant*' while walking o sking
thiz wirter. |

KEY TO SOME COMMON ANCHORAGE AREA PLANTS IN WINTER

A. Ewvergreens . . . ., . .+ .Q0 to Bs
A’. Deciduous (leaves fall off in avutumn) . . . . go to Os
B. Meedles . . . . . go to Cs
B’. Not needles, but broad leaves (may be narrow "broad
leaves"), . . « go to Js
C. Shrub, spreading, may be 2 ft. high, but does not have
the excurrent branching pattern of a younqg spruce. .go to
Ds
C’. Tree . : . .go to Fs
D. Plants contain sticky resin, needles smell 1ikKe
*Christmas trees" when-cruched; blue, berry-like cones
emell ltike gin when crushed® . . . Qo to Es
D’. Plants do not contain resin, black berries do not =mell
like qin. . . . Crowberry Empelrum nigecum
E . Needles awl shaped and sharp pointed. You dorm*“t want
to grasp these branches!. . . . Common Juniper
Junipecus communis
E’. Needles mostly scale-like; a very low prostrate.
(creeping) shrub. . . . Creeping Juniper .lunipsrus
bhocizontalis
F. HNeedles 4 sided and angularj you can roll them
be tween your fingers. . . qgo to Gs ,
F’. Needles flat or half-round; you can’t roll them
between your fingers. . . . .go to Hs
G. Twigs are hairy; neeédles are mostly less than (/2"
longy mature cones remain on the tree, cones are
almost round to egg shaped and less than 1" long;
Scrawny trees of boags. . . . Black Spruce PRircea
maciana
G’.Twiqgs are hairless; needles are longer than 1/2",
needles sometimes smell sKunkK-like when crushed;
mature cones fall off the tree, cones are 1 1/74-2 1/2"
long; Tall trees of more upland habitats. Tree looks
more blue-green than does Black Spruce. . . . . White _
Spruce PRlcea glauca _ '
H. Needles sharp and stiff. . . Sitka Spruce PRicea
sitchensis
H’. Needles blunt and soft. . . ao to Is
I. Needles flat, in 2 rows, shiny dark qreen above
with 2 white bands on the underside; larqe tree
found on the Kenai Penninsula and Southeacst. .
Western Hemlock Isuga hetecophylla '
I“. Meedles half-round or Keeled (like the bottom or
kKeel of a boat); crowded all cver the twiaq,
needles blue—qgreen with white lines on both sidez.

Small trees of alpine =~ eas, or larger trees on the
Kenai Penninsula and Scutheast. . . . Mountain
Heml ock I=suga mertenziana
J. Leaves tightly rollted, or with rollted-in edaes, amber
colored woeoly hairs on undercide of leaf . . . go to Ks

J°. Leaves not rolled . . . Qo to Les



K. Entire leaf tightly rolled, looking almost needle-1ike;
leaves 1/32-1/16" wide . . . .Narrow-leaf Labrador Tea
' Ledum decumbens o '
K’. Edges of leaf rolled under, leaves 3/14-1/2" wide . .
Labrador Tea Ledum geoenlandicum ‘
L. Shrubs are small and creeping, leaves shiny and bright
areen. . . go to Ms
LY. Shrubs are large ‘and upright, leaves with dull silvery
surface caused by scurfy scales. . . . Leatherleaf
Chamaedaphne calyculata
M. Leaves not toothed on the edges, but smooth edged (or
entire). . . Qo to Ns
M. Leaves with tiny teeth or serrations. . . .
Twinflower linnea borealis
N. Leaves oval or eqg shaped, 3/8- 3/4" long by 1/4-
378" wide . . . Lingonberry or Lowbush Cranberry
Vaccinium witis—-idaea
N’. Leaves lance shaped 1/32-1/8" wide by 1/8-3/8" long.
+ « « Bog Cranberry Vaccinium axycaoccos
0. Buds covered by a single bud scale. . . . Willows. Salix
species.
0’. Buds covered by 2 or more bud scales. . . . go to Ps
P. Buds alternate.or single. . . . go to Qs
P/. Buds opposite or paired . . . .go to Ys
Q. Buds very sticky and resinous . . . . Balsam Poplar
Populus balsamifera and Black Cottonwood Eopulus
trichocarpa
@°. Buds not very sticky or only slightly so . . . o to
Rs
R. Plants without spines or thorns . ..s go to Ss
R’ Plants with spines or thorns . . . go to Vs
S. Plants with old catkins, and/or expanded buds of
next year’s catkins . . . . go to Ts
§ . No catkins present . . . go to Us

T. Last year’s cone-like female catkins on the tree
or shrub; growth is shrub-liKej; buds are
slightly stalked; bark smooth gray with

~ horizontal lines . . . . Alders Alnus species

T/. No cone-like catkins, but papery catkins with
winged nutlets present; tree; buds are not
stalked; bark is white and peeling (on young
trees bark will be bronze color) . . . Paper
Birch . Betula papyciferca .

U. Bud scales are hairless, reddish-brown, buds are
cone shaped and pointed, 1/4" lonqg; bark of
older trees is greenish—gray with curved scars
and black Knots; aqrows 20-40ft. tall .

QuaKing Aspen Populus tfrcemulpoides

U’. Bud scales are densely hairy, rusty brown, buds
are oblcng 1/4" long; bark is gray and smooth;
agrows to 20ft. . . . Mountain Ash Socbus
sitchensis



V. Twigs very fat and densely covered by spines
« « « Devil’s Club Oplopanax hocrcidus
V. Twigs slender with scattered spines or thorns
v« « « go to Ws ’
W. Twigs red, or reddish brown with white waxy
coating . . . . go to Xs
W, Twigs not red or reddish, with many spines
i « + + Swamp Gooseberry Bibes lacustre
X« Twigs brownicsh-red with white waxy coating;
bark shreddy . . . . Raspberries,
Salmonberries Bubus =species
X’. Twigs red, bark not zhreddy . . . Rose
Rosa species )

Y. Twigs stout, buds larger than 378", covered by more
than 2 bud scales, large pith . . . . Elderberry
Sambucus callicarpa

Y’. Twigs slender, buds bright red, 1/8-1/2", covered by

only 2 bright red scales . . . . Highbush Cranberry
Viburpum edule ‘

For those of you looking for some of the earliest blooms in the
Anchorage area we recommend the McHugh Creek Wayside area-along
the Seward Hy. In sarly May the south facing slopes become free
of snow and the heat of the rocks and protected pockets force
plants into bloom before other areas near town. Any pull off

in the nearby areas are a joy to explore. Lists of plants found
in these areas in past years are available from the society: just
send a stamped, self addressed envelope, and specify list wanted.
As time and space permits, we will print other areas that are es
especially nice for flower looking. We look forward to seeing
you all in the field.






