
.P.O. BOX 141613, 'Anchorage, Ak. 99514 

ANCHORAGE CHAPTER 
· The J.:u1 uary MEMO meeting will .be 

JAKILJ~4'1-,_..oy on lfon. 6th -in 
11,._. Mf\. Room. 103. Wendler 

Junior Iiigh · ·· 

MEETING Schr~ol.., t:;:~rner of 
L.::..I-~o: ut1:::,. and 
Norther·n Lfohts 
.:1.t 8Pl1. Boa.ro. of 

.Di:recto:rs will 
meet at 7:15Pl·1! 

SPEAKER: KeTvTir.1 O'Sulliv.£<.n will 
Pl'ese:nt "Placel.l:i.ent of Trails". Kevin's 
proje,=t for his l1asters Deq:ree was a 
stud.v on Pl'r:,per pl.:1.ce:00.ent~ of t1'.:1.cts 
nith ·:reg·ard to t,::ipo•:;n'.::..phy .£<.nd. pla.nt 
life. 

DISCUSSION: The pla.nt fa.:oo.ilv to be 
discussed is the Corna.ceae · <Dogwood) . 
.A.11 .A.la.ska. · m.em.bers a~ perennials> 
.A.11 have ve1'v s:oo.all flowers. Som.e · are 
surro1;.n'l.ded. f:,y la.r<:i·e -showv whitish·
.bra.cts. Flowers •:h .:1.~:rinq 4 sepals, 4 
:pet.:i:ls, 4 sta1)1ens, a.nd l p~st_1D -9.t'e in 
t·la.t-ti:,pped clusters. Fri.nt 1s a. drupe 
C:.::.. soft pulpy fruit en•=a.:sing a. single 
seed). The :plants ~.p:re.;...d fry· 1.n1.der-
9-ro1...i:nd. rhizomes. The lea.ves .:1.r·e 
six(lple, ,::i,;,T-:1.te, h-:1.i:.1-e a. fa.ir·lv .£<.cute tip 
.;...nd. arcu.:;,.te veins (01odera:t.ely 
curved like a .bi:,w:•" This f .:1.:00.ilv is 
pres~nt throughout most of· Alaska~ 
but 1s ,;_rery t'ar-e no"rth of the Br,::ioKs 
R.:1.ng·e. 

DUES ARE DUE; For· tho~:e 
i:rier,1.bers who hai:.:i-e not .:i.lre.:ct.d.:,"' p.:1.id., 
this is -9. re:i:,:i.ind.er- t.h.;...t 18:::E; 
i:rie:i:11.bership dues -:1.r-e n,:,J-:r due. Fees 
.::..re: $5 for· student, $10 for· non
student individual, $15 for fa.milv· 
(2 :persons ,::i,;,Ter .:1 . .:re 18). If ",,.our -
llla11in9· a.ddress has dia.nged, please 
let us knon. 

LIMITED EDITION PRINT: 
fid.~.:i- .:1.nce sa.les of our- Dog·wood. Pr-int 
will .be .;...ccept.ed with the receipt. of 
your check ($10 r,.1e1i1.bers, $15 non -
i:r1e1l:i..bers:i. F'le.:1.se specif-::,"' print 
n 1_.£r,1.ber desired .. 

~Y~JE~Y PLANT:_ The· ~yste:r~~ 
• ?.:1.n t orh1s m.on th 1s found 1n 

,;_,Ter·v m.oist--alpine m.ea.dows and boqs 
or alonq or in .alpine streaUi.s. It lias 
thick dark-,-colored. glabrous ( no 
hairs) :ste:m.s a:risinq from a thick 
fibrous root. The ffowers a.re•"t-2 015;1. .3. 
ste1)1. ha,;,Te lY.1-:1.nY st.::..rl).ens and 6-12 
white sepals tha.t .:1.re .bluish .:1.t the 
.b.::..se .;...nd. purplish on the under side_ 
The d .;...rk qreen. ra.the:r he.a.rt-shaped 
le.:i.ves are- dent.'a.te •:toothed) a.long 
the :i:i1.:1.r9·in. It 9-r·ows .:i.long the 
flleuti.::..n ch.::..in. Southcentr.3.l fHaska .. 
Southeast fll.:1.sk.:1 .. . :i.nd into British · 
Columbia .. Its seed· •=-:1.psule has .3. 
str·-:1.i•,rht be.:i.k. It. blool)lS ri•:;rht. .;...ft.er 
the snow r<.1el ts .::..nd. c .:i.n be seen 
s:p-:ct.r·in9ly in the Chug·.;...ch 11t.s. -:1.nd 
-:ct .. t,1_u-J.d.,:1.:ntly a.t H-:i.tcher Pa.ss. 



1:385-SE: STA-TE · OFFICER~S ARE: 
Presid~nt------Uefn~ Pratt--~---
l.Jia:e-Pt..;esident--Mar i 1··/ n Barket----
S~a: r Pt ary~----Char l~ Choat~----- _ 

~ - ·==1.~t,.;.et;_-----Lart-····· Haller-------

.aNi::'rlOR.A.GE. CH.APTER. OFFICERS':· 

The followin~ are the .A.nchor.:1.ge 
Chapter ,::,fflcers for 1986, elected .:1.t 
the Noi:.1e111ber 1985 meeting_ They t .:1.ke 
offic~-- m"LJ January 1986-

Pr-esiden. t-------L "'n.'1.n Ca.tlin 
U ice-Presiden. t--Douq- T1:::_xck 
Secre.t~ry-.::---::--::::::-P~9·9 .. ~". .til~tcher 
Trea:surer--------Larry '.Haller 
Chapter Rep,-:-~.::-:-:-Fran:k Bogardus 

************************************** HYSTERY PL.A.HT .A.HSWER: 

STATE PARK 
NEWS 
HEWS RELEASE: 

Winter is spectacular in 
Chugach State P.:1.rk. 
.Join us at the Ea.gle 

, River Uisitor Center on 
January 4th as we reveal some of the 
sec:.r:ets of the. -season_ Rangers will 
diso..css i:_;r arious winter recre.:1. ti,::,n 
,:)pportunities. Everythirto:i fro:oo. ski- · 
ing to snowr,:i:.:1.chininC< wilf t,e co·vered 
.;;..lon•::;1 with where to -:::;i•o .;;..nd how to 
insure ·='· s -:1.fe .:1.n,:'I. en.ioy a.ble ti:i:i1e. The 
pr-0•:i-r.:1.ri:i. J.:,eg·ins .:1.t 1 Fl·l next to the 
wooi:I. stove, E-:1.cde Rii:.1er Uisitor 
Center, Mile 12 "Eag·le Rii:.1er Roa.d. 

c.., .,. 

HELP ! ! ! 
'les, l)ir-qinia. there is a 
Netoislet€er tditor-1 

This is a pict1 ... 1t-e cif hot,J 
he feels eacr, r,10nth ._i1.,1st 
befor-e presstir,1e. 

i·k1r{t s or,1e of you dear- r,1ember-s help oL~t 
toJitt:: · .::ir-ticles of anv kind. If LoJe don't ,:,et 
SOME inp1.4t fn:,r,1 the r,1er,1ber-ship 1._.1er-v soon. 
the neL,JS letter- t,Jill ,:,et smaller and sr,1a ller-· 
and fin.ally disappe.::1r:.1 

LOTIONS, 
NOTIONS, AND 
POTIONS--by 
Old Doc·· 

. - This being the ,Holiday Season°.3nd·· all, Old·· 
Doc has been as busy as the rest of' 01.~r 
member~,.so he just reached into his bag . 
of goodies and came up with---Cat taiL 

That's right, CattaiL Tvpha latifoli-3. 
','.::iw- plain old e• . .Jer-vdav t :attail. So L,Jh .::it. 
'·.'01.4 S-~:,,, so ,he pulled Catt.ail Ot4t. of the 
b.::1,:, ot· qood1es. n,::,w tolt"1.::1t1s he qoinq to do 
with it. f.Jell, .iust han<=1 in theni fot"- a 
P-::1t- .::19t-aph or-= tloJO -:md t,Je'll see. 

Cattail is a n.3tit,1e, · per-ennial plant that 
r-epn:,duces bv se.ed .3nd rhiz,:,r,1es_ It is 
f'oi.md thro1.,19ho1.~t. 1110st of Mor-th A111erica. 

Don't yo1_4 r-er11er,1ber- ca llin9 the st.a lks 
"p1.,1nks 11 (n,:,t to be conf1.,1sed t.Jith a type 
of 111odern m1.,1sician), ,3nd after dr-ving the111 
in the s1.,1n, lighting them and savoring 
their odor? · 

C.3ttail comes in t,Jide-leaf'ed .3nd narrow
leafed t,•arieties, t,ihich_ .::ire b.3sic.3lly sir,iil.31".', 
ex cept- the~.wide..:.;; le'.3fed form is larger 

They 9n:i1,J .::1b1.mdantly in 111.::irshes 
to h.::1 1._;e their- n:,ots undet- L,Jater-. 
the rhizor,1es. the st.::1 lks t-ise fr-om 
nine feet in height. 

-::ind like 
Fn::>r'I 
one to 

The 11p1.mk 11 is .::1 spike of r,1ati.4re fruits 
.::ind hair-s. t,Jhich t,J.::is, beifore fet-tiliz.::ition. 
the spike· of fer11ale · flot,Jer-s . · 

The 9r-een spikes ha•._.1e, been · c,:,oked toJith 
s .::iltv t,Jater- to make -::1 tastv t_.1eqetable. 
The "pollen r11ixed L,Jith L,Jheat "flour c.::in be 
used in r,1akin9 p.3nc.::1kes_ F.'.1.,1ssians in the 
Don Ri•.)er- .::ir-ea cook the y o1.,1n•::;i spr-01.~ts 
and eat t.her11 1111.Kh -::is t,Je do .::1sp.::1ra9us , ot
eat ther,1 r- .::iL•L 

The r-ootstalks contain an edible star-ch. 
.::ind the ]eat.Jes h.31.,1e been used to r,1ake · 
chair- seats. E•.,•en the fuzz from the 
mature fr~ts can be used as a 
st~bst.itute for- k.::1p6k. 

t~ot a • . .Jer-y r,1edicin.::11 dis cussi,:,n; bi.4t, Old 
Doc found it int.er-estin9. Did y ou? 



The followin•~ i·=: a ke·..-' to L,Jint.=.t- plants 
. -=:1_~br•1itt.=..d by Lynn Catlin_ It r,1a~ ... · he 1.,_. iOU to 
id.=-ntif;.-' -=:ori,e plants L,Jhil.=- L.Ja lking er skiing 
this 1.tJinter _ 

KEY TO SOME COMMON ANCHORAGE AREA PLANTS IN WINTER 

A. Eve-,rgreens ••••••• go to Bs 
A'. Deciduous ~leaves fall off in autumn> •••• go to Os 

B. Needles ••••• go to Cs 
B'. Not needles, but broad leaves (may b• narrow "broad 

leaves") ••• .- go .to Js 
C. Shrub, spreading, may be 2 ft. high, but does not have 

the excurrent branching pattern of a young spruce •. go to 
Ds . 

C' ~ Tree .•.. go to Fs 
D • P 1 an t s c on t a i n s t I ck y r- e s i n , 11 e e d 1 e s sm e 1 1 1 i k e 

"C.hr-istmas trees" \IJhen ~crusbed; b.Jye ,, .berr>·-1 ik.e cc,nes 
'l:-mel 1 1 il<e ·gin t,Jhen crushed'f-'"" ~ •• Qo to Es 

D". Plants do not contal•n resin, black berries do not s.mell 
1 i k e g i n • • • • Cr owbe r r y Emp.e..tc.um nl.gc.um 

E • Needles awl shaped ,and sharp po In ted. You dorrt -,.~n t 
to grasp these branches! •.•• Common Juniper 
Junl.p.e.c.us communl.s 

E'. Needles mostly scale-1 iKe; a very low prostrate . 
(creeping) shrub •••• Creeping Juniper Jilnip~~ils 
b.oc.l.z.on.tall.s 

F. Needles 4 sided and angular; you can roll them 
between your fingers ••• go to Gs 

F'. Needles flat or half-round; you can't roll them 
between your fingers ••••• go to Hs 

G. Twigs are hairy; needles are mostly less than 1/2" 
long; mat~re cone$ re~aln on the tr-ee, cones are 
almost round to . egg shap~d and Jess than 1• long; 
Scrawny trees of bogs •••• Black Spruce Eic~A 
mac.i.ana 

G'.Twigs are hairless; needles ar• longer than 1/2", 
needles so~etlmes sm~ll skunk-I Ike when crushed; 
mature cones fall off the tree, cones are 1 1/4-2 1/2" 
long; Tai 1 trees of more up,Jand ha.bi tats. · Tree looks 
more bl oe-green than does Bl-ack · Spr(Jce. • • White 
Spruce el.ce.a glauca 

H. Needles sharp and stiff ••• Si tl<a Spruce el.ce.a 
sl..tcb.e.nsl.s 

H'. Needles blunt and soft ... go to Is 
I. Ne e d 1 e s f I a t , i n 2 r ow s , sh i n y d a r k gr e e n ab o v e 

with 2 whit@ bands on the underside; large tree 
found on the Kenai Penninsula and Southeast. 
Western Hemlock Isuga b.e.te.cop.b.xlla 

l'. Needles half-round or keeled (I ike the bottom or 
keel of a boat>; cr01,•Jded all over the tt.-,ig, 
needles blue-green with white I ines o~ both sides. 
Sm a I I t r e e s of a I p i n e ..,: ; · e as , c, r 1 a r g e r t r· e e s on t h e 
Kenai Penninsula and Southeast. . Mountain 
Hemlock I..sug.a. m~.cien.si.a..n.a. 

J. Leaves tightly rolled, or with rolled-in edges~ amber 
~olored wooly hairs on underside of leaf . go to Ks 

,J'. Leaves not r·ol 1 ed •.. go to Ls 



K. Entire leaf tightly rolled, looking almost needle-111<,e; 
leaves 1/32-1/16" wide •••• Narrow-leaf Labrador Tea 
Le.dJ.Jm .de.c.umb.e.o.s 

K', Edges of leaf rolled under, leavei 3/16-1/2" wide • 
Labrador Tea Ledum g~oenlandl.cum 

~. Shrubs are small and creeping, leaves shiny and bright 
green. • • go to Ms 

L'. Shrubs are large ~nd upright, leaves with dull silvery 
surface ca~sed by scurfy scales .•.• Leather-leaf 
Cuama.eda.pb.oe calxcula.ta 

M. Leaves not toothed on the edges, but smooth edged (or 
entire) ••• go to Ns 

M'. Leaves with tiny teeth or · serrations •• 
Twinflower Li.nn.ea ba.c..e.a.J..i.s 

N. Le aves ova 1 or egg shaped, 3/8- 3(4" _1 ong by 1 /4-
3/8.,.- wide • · •• Li ngonberry or Lowp,u;sh Cranberry 
.U~.c.La.iJJm u.i..tl..s=l..d.a.ea 

N'. Leaves 1 ance shaped 1/32-1/8" wide by 1/8-3/~r- 1 ong • 
• • • Bog Cranberry Ua.ccl.o.l.um OX.)::COCCOS 

th Buds covered by a single bud seal e • ••• Wi 11 ows . Sa.ll.x. 
species. 

O'. Buds covered by 2 or more bud scales •••• go to Ps 
P, Buds altern~te . or single. , •• go to Qs 
P'. Buds oppos i te or paired ,' • • • go to Ys 

Q. Buds very sticky and resinous •••• Balsam Poplar 
£a.pJJ.l.u.s b.a.l.s.am.i.£.e.c..a. and Black Cottonwood £apJJ.lu.s 
..t.c..ii;.ha.c.a..c..pa 

Q', Buds not very sticky or only slightly so • go to 
Rs 

R • . · Plants w.i thou,t, sp-, hn-e·s ::or thorns . _ • \,~;:g_o -to Ss 
R'. -Pl an ts with sp jnes or thorns • • • go to Vs 

S. Plants with ol ·d· catkins, and/or expande'd buds of 
next year's catkins •••• go to Ts 

S'. No catkins present ••• go to Us 
T. Last year's cone-1 ike female catkins on the tree 

or shrub; growth is shrub-1 ike; buds are 
slightly stalked; bark smooth gr>aY with 
h or i z O[I t aJ Li Af.> s • • • • --A+d-e·r s - M-n.u.s· s-p e c i es 

T-,--. -N·o con e-1 i k e cat K i n s, but papery cat k i Ii s llJ i th 
winged nut,ets present; tree; buds are not 
stalked; bark is white and peeling (on young 
trees bark will be bronze color) •.. Paper 
Birch _ Be.tula papx~i£eca 

U. Bud s~ales are hairless, reddish~brown~ buds are 
cone shaped and pointed, 1/4" long; bar-I< of 
older trees is greenish-gray with cur-ved : -cars . 
and black Kno"ts; gro1,,.1s 20-40ft. tall ... 
Quaking Aspen eopulus .tcemulol.des 

U'. , Bud scales are densely hairy, rusty brown, buds 
ar~ ~blong 1/4~ long; bark is gray and smooth; 
grows to 20 ft. . Mountain Ash Soc.bus. 
s i. .t C. b. E. 0. s. .i. .s. 



V. Twigs very fat and densely covered by spines • 
• Devil's Club O~La~ana~ ~a~~ldus 

V'. Twigs sl_ender wlt·h scattered .spines or thorns 
-- • . go to Ws 

W. Twigs red, or reddish brown with white waxy 
coating ••.• go to Xs 

W', Twigs not red or reddish, with many spines. 
_ • • , • Swamp Gooseberry B.ibes lAcus~ce 

X. Twigs brownish-red with white waxy coating; 
bark shreddy .... Raspberries, 
Salmonberries Bubus species 

X', Twigs red, bark not shreddy • . Rose 
Rosa species · 

Y. Twigs stout, buds larger than 3/8", covered by more 
than 2 bud sea 1 es, 1 arge pi th .... Elderberry 
S.ambilCilS c.a.J.l.ic.a.cpa 

Y'. Twigs slender, buds bright red, 1/8-1/2", covered by 
only 2 bright red scales •••• Highbush Cranberry 
!l.ibuc.num .e.d.J.J.1.e 

For those of yoµ looking for some of the earliest blooms in the 
Anchorage area we recommend the McHugh Creek Wayside area - along 
the Seward Hy. In early May the south facing slopes become free 
of snow and the heat of the rocks and protected pockets force 
plants into bloom before other areas near town. Any pull off 
in the nearby areas are a Joy to explore. Lists of plants found 
in these areas in past yea~ are available from the society: just 
send· a stamped, self addres''sed envelope, and specify list' wanted. 
As ·titne an!i apace permits, we will print other areas that are es 
especially nice for flower looking. We look forward to seeing 
you all in the field. 
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