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P.O. Box 8-737 Anchorage, -~laska 99508 
NEWSLETTER, FEBRUARY 1983 

FEBRUARY 7 -- fhe February progra ■ 11eeting will begin at B:00 p, ■, Konday at The Pub, in the Ca■pus Center part of 
the Anchorage Co11unity ~olh•ge/UAA Physical Education Facilit~ oH !Prcvidence Drive. Nike Aurol of the U.S. Fish 
L Wildlife Service 11ill present a µrogra1 on Alaska's Rare and Endangered Plants. Dr. Glen Juday, natural areas 
=:oord inator for the University of Alaska, Fairbanks, 11ill discuss conserving native plant habitats through natural 
areas. A bt!ard ■eeting al 7: IS 11il I precede the prograa 11eeting at 8 p.1. lhe public is 11elco1e to attend progra■ 
■eetings -- coae and bring an interested friend. Proc;,ra11 11eetings February through Hay 11ill be the first Nonday of 
each aonth at The Pub. No progra ■ aeehng;, are scheduled for June through Septe11ber. 

HON-PROFIT, TAX DEDUCTIBLE STATUS has been requested fro1 the Internal Revenue Serv.ice and they have directed that 
we add new I anguage to the Al a ska Native Pl ant Society Constitution to qua! i fy. Th11 required language 11as read at 
the January meetiflg, in accordance with the Constitution. ~doption requires that the inforaation be put to the 
1e1bership in writi~g and c:pproved by a vote of ho-thirlis of the ae11bership. Since 11e do not regularly see that 
1Dany ~e1bers at a progra11 1eetiog, we are senrling out ballots Mith this newsletter to be aailed bad or brought to 
the February 1eeting. lie need a stronger than usual response lro1 the 1e1bership to take this change, so please put 
your X in the box and 1ai I it bad today. It 1100' t take a 1i nute. If you haven't renewed for 1983, put your check 
in, too, because only the votes of paid up 1e1bers can be counted. The new languaqe ts to uke the cost deductible. 

HEl1BERSHIP RENEWAL TINE -- All 1e1berships 1ore than ~ 1onths old expired at the stroke of 1idnight Dece1ber 
31. Here's a tilank for your convenience. Please fill out the 1e1bership survey also if you haven't co1pleted one 
recently. Hail to· the Post Office box or bring it to the February 1eetin9. Bring your 1e1bership card, too, and 
get it !:>la.1ped for iq83. We need your renewal to continue your newsletter subscription. 

RESULTS OF THE NE"BERSHIF SURVEY to date show that 1ost 11e1bers are strongly interested in identification, 
transplanting, and learning 1ore about aor;ses and lichens. ~ore than half chec~ed edible pl ants, 11ushroon 
ide11 tifica~ion 1 plant faiailies 1 revegetation of scarred areas, special habitats, winter identification, growing fro11 
seed, cultural uses, and preparation of wild edibles. Other areas of interest included collecting and pressing wild 
flowers, 1qinq a wild oouquet, habitat ~rotection, ani•al/plant relationships, insect/plant relationships, Alaska 
prehistory, SC!uthiastern Al a ska forest ecolog~, fire ecolo~y, and poisonous pl anti;. Ai 1ost al I respondents 
i ;;di.::t::~ ::: : ~t-:-rc~t h !ear!1i~~ ~~~••I ~1 '~•1_,,. .. ~rc 'l••+.r.U• Ala!-~a. Tlur,k, fnr takinQ the 1i,o1 to fill out 1 hP 
questionnaire. If you haven't yet done so, it's not too late. 

FIELD TRIP CONNITTEE NEETIM~ ti1e and pl3ce are to be set at the February 1eeting. If you are interested in 
leading or ass ist ing on a field trip, or even just hdve an idea on where you'd like to see a trip scheduled, see 
Joanne Sedgljid at the ae-etir,g or call her at the nu1ber belo11. lt's ti1e to plan for great su11er field trips. 

SONE PHONE NUNBERS if you need infor11ation or 11ant to help out: 
1/erna Pratt, President ..... . ... .. Joanne Sedgwick, Field Trips ... .. 
Pegqy Pletcher , "e1bersh1p ..... .. Jerrianne Lowther, Ne11sletter .. .. 
Mar i anne See, Educ at I on ....... , •• 

HEB MT; WHERE ARE YOU WHEN NE NEED YOU? 
Have you noticed '>Ole see1ingly healthy spruce trees 11ith rusty tips on their branches? The rust color is caused by 
cha in!:' of aeciospor!!s of Spruce Needle Rust IChr1so1_yxa ledicoh.) This fungus has ii very co■plicahd life histor-,. 
The spores produced •m tlie spruce Jilst be transferred to Labrador tea 1!!~~.!I ~PP· l 11hich hosts the other half of the 
Ii h cyci.-. They c;,nnot rei iifect tli? spruce. To reproduce, the fungus ■ust alternate beheen Labrador tea and 
spr ·!cE . -- Na r i) yn Barker 

FEBRUARY PLANT QUfZ: 
r~;s perenn i ~l grows in da ■p areas at both high and low ele~ation5, l!nderf]rc,md 
parts are sca!v ~u!bs ~;,i.-rour,dt!d ._..., bvl~IP.t'> thet ;,rp ,dihle r3'f ('!' ::~"",~ ~~ :! 

very tasty, The plant grows six to 24 inches high with long, narrow, linear (or 
lc1r,::eolatel leaves appearing in whorls arouhd the ste•. One to s ix !1011ers are 
oari<, p:.iq1, j ,,il or'" "" ' ,, ;; ;;; ;::;1. ~J ;;_~ ;.r.d ::H~r, g~::!;inisti y:?!1011 c:-: the outsii:le, 
<!Speciallr near t he st ~• · Th is aeab,r. cf the fa1ily has an 
fu.;t id odor and is kno1111 by ,any co11on names, 1ost of which refer to its 
botanical na e or edibility. It is the (AnswHs below.I 

60IN6 BANANAS -- fou niQht enjoy using a cup of Vacciniu1 v\tis idaea, also 
kncwn as Low Bu!;h Cranberries or Lingonberries, that you h.-vr, been storing in 
11our feezer in your favorite banana bread recipe. -- Verna Pratt 

I 

OUT AND ABOUT" -- A good place to do so11e late 11inter or early spring botan i zing 
is along the Seward Higlt11ay against the side of the 1,1untains _i•Jst on t he Anchor-
age side of Girdwood. This is an exceptionally warm spot and t:ie plant life 
starts as soon as the snow leaves. I picked blueberry blooll~ there jn early 
Apri 1 last year. - - Verna Pratt · 

~ns11ers to Fehruary Plant Quiz: \,Hl~r;.~ii~ {~ ily Fa1il yl and [rJ Ull~~l~ 
caa:schatcensis (Chocolate Li ly, Indiar. liice, Blad Li l y, KaachaHa Rice Lily , 
Squa111 Lil y, Rice LiJ ,, , lli:,,,ion Fel l s, Speckled Hen 1 or Sourduc gh L1l yl 


